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FOURTH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE WEST AFRICAN COMMITTEE 

FOR PESTICIDE REGISTRATION 
 
The fourth ordinary session of the West African Committee for the Homologation of Pesticides 
(COAHP) was held from October 21 to 24, 2024 in Praia, Cabo Verde. It follows the third 
ordinary session held in Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso) from October 31 to November 03, 2023, 
the second session in Cotonou from December 12 to 15, 2022 and the inaugural session held 
from March 21 to 25, 2022 in Niamey (Niger).  

 
Participants included 35 ordinary members of COAHP (country representatives and experts in 
their own right), observer members (AGRHYMET Regional Center, FAO, WHO), 
representatives of the three Inter-Governmental Organizations (IGOs) signatory to the 
Cooperation Agreement in the field of pesticides, namely ECOWAS, West African Economic 
and Monetary Union (UEMOA in French) and Inter-State Committee for Drought Control in the 
Sahel (CILSS in French), and technical and financial partners. 
 
Main highlights of the 4th session: 
 
Presentation of the COAHP Coordination Unit's 2024 activity report and status of 
implementation of the COAHP roadmap. 
This presentation showed that of the thirteen (13) recommendations made at the 3rd ordinary 
session of COAHP, two (2) have been fully implemented, four (4) have been partially 
implemented, five (5) are in the process of being implemented and three (3) have not been taken 
on board. 



Presentations of Member States 
In accordance with the COAHP Coordination Unit's outline, the member states presentations 
focused on the following points: 
• the legal and regulatory framework for pesticide management; 
• the state of implementation of pre-registration activities (since the third ordinary session of 

COAHP); 
• the status of registration activities carried out since the third ordinary session of COAHP; 
• the status of post-registration activities carried out since the third ordinary session of 

The presentations highlighted the non-existence of a National Pesticide Management Committee 
(CNGP in French) in line with COAHP guidelines in Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, Nigeria and Senegal. 
Following these presentations, COAHP members were encouraged to trigger and influence 
dynamics at national level based on decisions taken at COAHP sessions. To this end, it was 
suggested to introduce in the country presentation plan a heading for the various interactions of 
country representatives with authorities at national level and the subjects discussed following 
COAHP sessions. Such initiatives could lead to more substantial mobilization of resources, as is 
already the case in some countries. 
In addition, member states are reminded of the need to align national regulations with those 
adopted at regional level. However, the application of regional regulations should not prevent the 
application of specific decisions that have already proved their worth over the decades (e.g. 
labeling or label color). 
 
Presentation of the summary of the three IGOs consultation meeting 
This presentation was made by Mr Hilaire Sanou and covered two points: (i) a summary of the 
concerns expressed by the firms and suggested solutions, and (ii) the conclusions of the 
consultations held in October 2024 between the three IGOs (ECOWAS, UEMOA and CILSS). 
The solutions suggested to deal with the concerns expressed by the stakeholders of the private 
pesticide sector, included mainly the maintain of the tariffs applied by the Comité Sahélien des 
Pesticides (CSP) for registration fees.  
The summary of the conclusions of the consultations held in October 2024 between the IGOs 
highlighted the various priority activities to be carried out in order to enable the first COAHP 
registration session to take place in 2025. In order to consider these priority activities, the 
COAHP's three-year program of activities has been modified to focus on 2025. To ensure 
effective implementation of the priority activities, a monitoring committee made up of 
representatives of the three IGOs has been implemented. 
 
Work of the technical sub-committees and feedback to the plenary session 
Following the presentation of the terms of reference, Dr Richard Ouédraogo, Scientific Secretary 
of the Coordination Unit, gave a reminder of the constitution of the COAHP sub-committees, 
which will be the working groups. Subcommittee 2 on physical chemistry was strengthened with 
the addition of new members, increasing its membership from two (2) to eight (8). Rapporteurs 
have been appointed for sub-committees where none existed previously. 
 
COAHP's revised roadmap and annual work plan 2025 
The revised roadmap, based on the recommendations of meetings between the IGOs and 
consultations with the various stakeholders, focuses on three (3) main areas: 
• Support member states; 
• The development of harmonized tools for pesticide registration; 
• The capacity building for COAHP members. 



With regard to the work plan for 2025, it is clear that support for member states will be provided 
through the implementation of four major activities, while the operationalization of COAHP 
comprises 15 activities. 
Implementation of the 2025 work plan in accordance with the schedule will enable the first 
regional list of COAHP-registered pesticides to be made available. 
Following the presentation, the 2025 work program was approved by the session, subject to the 
inclusion of some of the suggestions made by COAHP members. The suggestions are as follows: 
• The speedy completion of the study on the baseline situation of pesticide analysis 

laboratories and research facilities; 
• The consideration of the toxicology/ecotoxicology sub-committee in drawing up the HHP 

list; 
• The need for a budget line for participation in international meetings. 

 
Conclusion and recommendations 
At the end of the meeting, participants validated the 2024 annual activity report and approved the 
COAHP Coordination Unit's 2025 work plan. Participants expressed their firm intention to hold 
the first COAHP certification session in July 2025. To this end, the COAHP Coordination Unit is 
committed to ensuring that the COAHP roadmap is implemented. 
Several recommendations were made of the end of the meeting. 
 
Dr. Souleymane Nacro 
IAPPS coordinator for West/Central Africa 
E-mail: snacro2006@yahoo.fr   
 
 
 
 

BIOPESTICIDES EUROPE 2025 
 
Biopesticides are at the forefront of a new era in pest control, offering a sustainable and eco-
friendly alternative to traditional chemical pesticides. By utilizing natural sources such as plants, 
microorganisms, and beneficial fungi, they provide effective crop protection while preserving the 
health of ecosystems. This innovative alternative is redefining the way we protect our crops, 
ensuring sustainable agriculture practices, and minimizing the ecological footprint of pest 
control. 
 
Biopesticides Europe 2025 will take place June 4-5, 2025 in Madrid, Spain. The final venue of 
the conference will be communicated approximately 4-6 weeks before the event to ensure we 
find the most suitable space because numbers can vary dramatically. There will be a discounted 
accommodation rate for conference attendees. The two-day conference will be focused on 
exploring the latest advancements, challenges, and opportunities in the industry. Bringing 
together leaders from agriculture, research, and policy, this event will cover the following key 
topics:  
 
• Navigating New Regulatory Challenges for Biopesticides in the EU 
• Market Dynamics and Commercialisation Strategies for the Growing Biopesticide Industry 
• Scaling Biopesticides for Commercial Agriculture: Overcoming Barriers and Challenges 
• Microbial Biopesticides: Innovations in Production, Application, and Formulation 
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• Biopesticides and Climate Resilience: Addressing Disease Pressure in a Changing Climate 
• RNAi-Based Biopesticides: A Game Changer in Pest Management 
• Microbes and Plant Extracts: The Future of Biopesticides 
• Integrating Biopesticides with Precision Agriculture and Data-Driven Technologies 
• Nanotechnology in Biopesticides: Precision, Efficacy, and Sustainability 
• Educating Farmers: Driving Adoption of Biopesticides in Large-Scale Agriculture 
• Innovations in Insect-Behaviour Manipulation: The Future of Biopesticides in IPM 
• Biopesticides for Post-Harvest Protection: Extending the Shelf Life of Crops 
• Advancing Sustainable Agriculture with Biopesticides 
 
Conference Website: https://www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/biopesticides-europe/  
Conference Agenda: https://www.wplgroup.com/aci/cpee8-mkt-agenda/ 
 
For More Info & Registration: 
 
Rohan Baryah 
Marketing & Delegate Sales 
E-mail: rbaryah@acieu.net 
 
 

The IAPPS Newsletter is published by the International Association for the Plant 
Protection Sciences and distributed in Crop Protection to members and other 
subscribers. Crop Protection, published by Elsevier, is the Official Journal of IAPPS.   
 
IAPPS Mission: to provide a global forum for the purpose of identifying, evaluating, 
integrating, and promoting plant protection concepts, technologies, and policies that 
are economically, environmentally, and socially acceptable.   
 
It seeks to provide a global umbrella for the plant protection sciences to facilitate and 
promote the application of the Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach to the 
world’s crop and forest ecosystems. 
   
Membership Information: IAPPS has four classes of membership (individual, 
affiliate, associate, and corporate) which are described in the IAPPS Web Site 
www.plantprotection.org. 
 
The IAPPS Newsletter welcomes news, letters, and other items of interest from 
individuals and organizations. Address correspondence and information to: 
 
           Manuele Tamò 

Editor, IAPPS Newsletter 
IITA-Benin 
08 B.P. 0932 Tri Postal, Cotonou, Republic of Benin 
E-mail: m.tamo@cgiar.org 
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